Mt. Plymouth Hotel and Country Club
1926

The above photo came from the East Lake County Historical Society. To them this photo is a rare image
of a man they call the mystery man as he has no name to go along with his photoand heis considered
by the historical society to be one of the men responsible forthe creation of the Mount Plymouth
Development. Today myself and Maggie of the East Lake Historical Society all agree that we now believe
(without proof) that this photois of none otherthan Edward Carney who you are aboutto learn a little
bit about...

PART ONE

Edward Carney & The Al Capone Connection...

During the time | wentto school at Florida Central Academy | had heard rumors of Al Capone's
association to the old hotel but no real information that could make the connection, so| decided one
day to do some digging and see what | could come up with.

The very first thing you have to learn aboutin connectingthe Capone dots to central Florida is to take a
look up in Chicago at how the finances of the Capone organization operated. So, the very first thing you
have to learn is that what is known or called the Chicago mob or Chicago "outfit" is a huge
conglomeration of both legitimate businesses as well as illegal businesses all earning money. Look at it
like an ongoing empire where leaders come and go, but the operation continues.

Before Capone took overin 1925, Johnny Torrio was the boss. And when Capone declined in power
through being put in prison and his health failed, others took over. From Wikipedia:

"After Capone was jailed for tax evasion, his hand-picked successor, Frank Nitti, a formerbarberand
small-time jewelry thief, only nominally assumed power. In truth, power was seized by Nitti's underboss,
Paul Ricca, who was acknowledged as "boss" by the leaders of the growing National Crime Syndicate.
Ricca would rule the Outfit, eitherin name or in fact, for the next 40 years."

Giventhe fact that the Chicago Outfitis operated like an ongoing business where leaders come and go,
the investments and ownership of said investments stay with the outfit even when those leaders come
and go. And this is precisely how the Mount Plymouth Hotel's ownership played out from the day she
was built to the day she was burned to the ground-and | will expand more on this later on...

For now, the ongoing business of the Chicago Outfit had huge finances to deal with. Just during one year
for Al Capone he is reported to have earned an estimated $125,000,000.00! And that is just an estimate!
In today's money this would be equivalent to more than one billion dollars plus! Huge amounts of
money that had to go somewhere. So, where did it go? Well, a lot of that money waswhat is called
"dirty money" earned fromillegal business operations whether gambling, prostitution, drugs,
racketeering, illegal booze sales during prohibition, or howeverearnedillegally, there was a huge desire
on the part of the mobstersin possession of such moneytoclean it up- or launderit as the term is
known. So, money laundering was big business forthe mob.



One of the very popular and successful ways mobsters laundered money was through legitimate
businesses and businessmen who wanted to make themselves fabulously rich making easy money
turning dirty money into clean money laundered through theirlegitimate business ventures making it
nearly impossible forthe governmentto track.

So, the first place to look was in the banks of Chicago and surrounding area where the Chicago Outfit
operated backin 1920's. Men like Big Jim Colosimo who ran it before Johnny Torrio took it overand
then handed it overto Al Capone would waltz into a legitimate bank and go directly to have a private
meeting with the owner of the bank. He would then be offered adeal of a lifetime - an offer he could not
refuse-if he liked breathing ratherthan pushing up daisies.

The mobster would inform the bank ownerthat he had millions of dollars of illegal dirty money that he
wanted to depositinto the bank only all of this dirty money would neveractually make it onto any
official bank depositaccounting. The mobsters were opening up side accounts held in private known
only to the bank owners and noone else or it could meantheir very lives on the line for any kind of
betrayal.

So, men like Johnny Torrio and Al Capone all had secret off the record bank accounts all across Chicago
and lllinois and beyond. Bankers became fabulously wealthy men forsimply holding and storing tens of
millions of dollars, even hundreds of millions of dollars for the Chicago Outfit.

Next, how would mobsters clean up this dirty money and launderit into clean legitimate money? They
could not justlet it sit in bank vaults going nowhere. They needed people to move that money and clean
it upand make it work for them and earn even more money when they can. They needed front men and
front families.

This is where mobsters bought off legitimate legal operating businessmento invest their dirty money
quietly into legal legitimate businesses and most popularwas in real estate investments. Instead of Al
Capone owningthe business or real estate in his name where it could be tracked to him and confiscated
by the government, his holdings of investments were actually owned on paper by people who were paid
to be the legal owners on paper, but notin reality.

Andthis is precisely how Capone'slegacy came to Florida.

During my research | found outabouta man by the name of Edward Carney. He was the former
President of the Chicago Real Estate Board. He was a man who knew about buying and selling real estate
and so he would be the perfect manto buy off and make fabulously wealthy by doing one thing and one
thing only- travel around the country looking at properties forsale and hotels for sale and businesses for
sale that he knew would be profitable, and he would then advise his financial backersto investin them
and buy them or buy into them as a way of laundering Chicago Outfit's dirty money.

This man Edward Carney came to central Florida around about the time Al Capone took overthe Outfit
fromJohnny Torrio who was shot up but survived the attack and took the message to heart that his days
of running the Chicago Outfit were overand that he had betterretire. And so, he did retire to Florida,
but he handed over control of his Outfit to a man he had imported to Chicago from NYC, one Al Capone.

You have to understand that Florida was a popular destination for northern mobsters long before Al
Capone took overin 1925. Hundreds of them vacationed in Florida and moved to Florida and even



broughttheir illegal money andillegal operations to Florida with them, and many of them simply retired
to Florida. Just look forthe old guys-the typical northeastern Yankee thugtype- driving around like they
ownthe place in the big black Cadillac's with golf clubs and country club stickers on the back window.
You still see themto this day.

Al Capone came to Florida because he liked it here. He liked the weather. He liked the lifestyle in Florida
much betterthan he did Chicago, and so Al Capone was like any othertypical snowbird who would
travel to Florida when it got colder up north and he would come down to spend the winters in Florida
and he soonlearned he could use his trips to Florida to hide from other mobsters who hunted him down
to kill him, and he used his trips here as alibi to remove himself from any association to criminal activity
back up north with one infamous example being the Valentine's day massacre where Capone's rivaland
gang was slaughtered. Capone was in a meeting with the government down in Miami when thatkilling
happened giving him a perfectalibi.

Capone was moving into Florida for a large part of his life even while still controlling his Chicago outfit by
long distance. He needed to buy his way into Florida and a man like Edward Carney was just one of his
ways into Florida. Edward Carney came downto Florida and hooked up with a local Orlando real estate
dealer by the name of Carl Dann who was well known to the Chicago mobsters because they had been
doing businessin Florida long before AlCapone took over.

The story goes that Carl Dann of Orlando had been playing pokerand gambling with Chicago mobsters
going back to before the 1920's, and that by 1922 Carl Dann and his northern mobsterbuddies were
golfing and playing pokerand drinking and gambling at the Orlando Country Club, butin 1922 the uppity
do-gooders of the Orlando Country Club had grown tired of the criminals enjoying their hospitality and it
is said the Orlando Country Club asked Carl Dann and his mobster buddies to hit the road and don't
come back and that they were nolongerwelcome at the Orlando Country Club.

Well this did not sit wellwith Carl Dann. It pissed him off and he was not about to let something like this
stop him or even slow him down. Now he needed his own golf course and Country Club where he could
continue doing business with his Chicago friends with lots of money.

The story goes that Carl Dann walked out the front door of his real estate business in downtown Orlando
and began walking around soliciting $100.00 minimum investments towards his new golf course and
country club. And by sundown ole Carl Dann had collected up some $10,000.00 which he usedto help
jump start his new development known as Dubsdread Country Club and Golf Course just west of Winter
Park.

Now he could continue business as usual with his northern business associates at his very own golf
course and country club that no one could kick him or them out of.

Dubsdread became ground zero for business operations emanating throughout central Florida from its
inception about 1923 up until the development of Mount Plymouthin 1926. Dubsdread was a stepping
stone for Carl Dann and a starting point for what was to come-a much larger but very similar
developmentto become known as Mount Plymouth Hotel, Golf Course, and Country Club. Some of you
might recall the road in front of the old hotel was called Dubsdread.

END OF PARTONE



The above 1927 newspaperarticle | found from a St. Petersburg; Florida newspaperis quite revealing
aboutwhat all was goingon in Florida during the great land boom and land speculationinvesting of the
1920's which is at the heartand soul and creation of the Mount Plymouth Hotel, golf course, and
country club.

PART TWO

Edward Carney & The Al Capone Connection...

St. Petersburgtimes, Florida

1927, Wednesday, November9

Section One Page 3:

300 Hear Talks by Developers

Florida Has Great Future, Chicago Man Tells Audience

Newspapers and Journals of all classesin the United States are giving more and more space to Florida
because it is the one unit of the country with distinctive advantages, unusualdevelopmentand agreat
future, said Ed Carney, former president of the Chicago Realty Board, addressing a crowd of about 300
in Tourist Hall, second avenue north, Tuesday evening.

The meeting was called by Howard R. Canning, vice-president of the St. Petersburg Apartment House
Owners Association, and was attended by most of the members of the association and others who are
operatingapartment housesin the city.

Carl Dannwho is assisting the building of a chain of golf courses at Mount Plymouth, notfar from
Orlando, for the purpose of attracting national winter championship tournaments to Florida, was the
second speakerof the evening.

Mr. Canning opened the meetingand Mr. Carney was introduced by Capt. George M. Ly nch, city
superintendent of schools. "Mr. Carney was asked to appear before this audience tonight," said Capt.
Lynch, "because, after wide experience in finance and the values of land and its population, he has
declared that Florida is the best state in the Union." "You will have a large crowd of winter visitors this
season," said Mr. Carney. "You will have a bigger crowd next season, and you will have a bigger crowd
still the year afterthat. The northis prosperous. People in Chicago who wantto work can find work. The
financial survey of Chicago shows that the banks have $49,000,000.00 more than they had twelve
months ago, and you folksin St. Petersburg will get some of that."

C.A. Eastman, president of the St. Petersburg Real Estate Board, introduced Mr. Dann. He announced
him as the man who has "put on" 61 subdivisionsin Florida and made a success of every one of them."

Members of the association, after the meeting, said their plans had been made public months ago and
that they will adhere to the program which was adopted, reasonable rates on a season's basis only, the
seasonto runfrom Jan. 1 to May 1 with optional privilege of signing lease for the season, payingthe
properdeposit Nov. 1, and occupying the premises on that lease through November.



http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=CCtPAAAAIBAJ&sjid=z00DAAAAIBAJ &pg=7306%2C785399&dq
=chicago+realty+board+carney&hl=en

What the above showsis very telling indeed.

We already know that Carl Dann an Orlando real estate salesman and developeris the go-to man forany
northern people with money, especially those of the Chicago underworld who had been dealing with
Carl Dann for years prior to Al Capone taking overfrom Johnny Torrio. What this 1927 newspaperfrom
St. Petersburg, Floridashows usis that Edward Carney a former president of the Chicago Realty Board is
in Florida to invest money and lots of it. And Carl Dann is right there with him where everin Florida
Edward Carney travels to invest that Chicago money. From New Smyrna Beach Florida to Orlando area,
and all the way down to Tampa-St. Petersburgthey have money to invest.

Hmm...and where is this money coming from?
Edward Carney spills the money quote right here:

""Mr. Carney was asked to appear before this audience tonight," said Capt. Lynch, "because, after wide
experience infinance and the values of land and its population, he has declared that Florida is the best
state in the Union." "You will have a large crowd of winter visitors this season," said Mr. Carney. "You
will have a bigger crowd next season, and you will have a bigger crowd still the year afterthat. The north
is prosperous. People in Chicago who want to work can find work. The financial survey of Chicago shows
that the banks have $49,000,000.00 more thanthey had twelve months ago, and you folksin St.
Petersburg will get some of that."

1) Floridais declared the best state in the union at the time forinvestmentinreal estate during the
great Florida land boom of the 1920's! A perfect place forlaundering dirty money sittingin
Chicago banks!

2) Edward Carney says the banks of Chicago now have near 50 million dollars just sitting in them
going nowhere butthatheis here in Florida to invest some of those dollars into Florida!

Let's see, he'sinvestingthose dollarsin New SmyrnaBeach, he is investing those dollars in the Orlando
area into the Mount Plymouth Hotel and Golf Course and Country Club, and now he is in Tampa-St. Pete
investing more money. But forwhom? Do you think he is working for the bankers on behalf of those
bank's depositors? People like you and me with our small weekly paychecks goinginto those banks? Do
you think bank owners would be risking the deposits of their average depositors into risky real estate
investments?

Hardly the case here. Nope. Whatit is looking like is that this man Edward Carneyis a mob front man.
He is being paid by the Capone organization to move some of that illegal dirty money out of Chicago
banks and directly into legitimate businesses and real estate throughout the country but especially in
places like the Florida land boom where they could turn one million dirty dollars into ten million clean
dollars or more in a very short time. This is the notorious beginnings of the Mount Plymouth Hotel, golf
course, and country club.

It was jump started with some six million dollars of capital investment. CarlDann himself saysin his own
book he publishedin 1929 that he liquidated one million dollars' worth of his own assetsto investinto



the Mount Plymouth Corporation towards the development of this new hotel, golf course, and country
club, but this is where it starts to getinteresting!

Firstis the property itself and its history, and nextto take a look inside the Mount Plymouth Corporation
to see how things start to stack up and add up.

END OF PARTTWO

Above is an article from Apopka Chief newspaper August 1925.

PART THREE
Edward Carney & The Al Capone Connection...
Let's start with the property.

John Thomas Pirie is the man who started it all. John wasa Scottishimmigrant who made a fortune with
his dept. store chain of Chicago called Carson, Pirie, Scott & Co. Atsome point in his lifein the late
1800's he came to central Florida and purchased at least two large tracts of land, one was a 4,000 plus
acre ranch called the "Overthe Top" cattle ranch and his other property was called Errol cattle ranch
justto the westnear Apopka-Zellwood area.

Sometime afterJohndiedin 1913, his wife who inherited his properties had their lawyer William
Edwards, who was imported to Florida from Chicago area to manage John's ranching operations, close
downthe Overthe Topranch andrelocate all the cattle overto Errol ranch closer to Zellwood/Apopka
area. Once this was done, it left the 4,000 thousand plus acres of the Overthe Top ranch empty and this
is when William Edwards and others formed acompany called Mount Plymouth Corporation in 1925
organized with the specific intent of developing the formerranch lands of John Thomas Pirie.

Thereis a very interesting website about John Thomas Pirie and his family and background which you
can check out through this link. Also please look at the map and notice the dots noted there- NYC,
Chicago, and central Florida. The future development of Mount Plymouth also followed exactly in this
same geographicfootprintright behind John Thomas Pirie:

http://www.ac-family.org/genealogy/getperson.php?person|D=14048&tree=AC-Family

Do you think it is just a coincidence? Hardly.

Keep in mind that the connections to Chicago run deep all throughoutthe Mount Plymouth story. When
John Pirie was alive and operating his ranchesin central Florida, he sentdown to Florida a man by the
name of William Edwards to oversee all aspects of managementand control of those business ventures
for him.

Think about this for a moment. William Edwardsis a lawyer by education. He was employed upin the
Chicago area by John Thomas Pirie to work for him and his interests up there in business and private
legal matters. Why would a lawyer just stop being a lawyerand move himself and his entire family to a
mosquito infested hot place like central Florida over 100 years ago and take up being a manager of
ranchesand cattle?



How is this to make any sense? A northern lawyerworking forJohn Pirie just up and moves to central
Florida to become a rancher. OK.

But when JTP dies in 1913, his wife closes down the Over the Top ranch and moves all cattle ranching
overto Erroll Cattle Ranch leaving 4,000 plus acres of prime ranch lands wide open. And this is where
the story of William Edwards begins to change dramatically. He is now freed up to expand his operations
throughout central Florida.

William Edwards keeps his residence near Zellwood and Erroll cattle ranch, but soon gets himself
involvedin Orange County government positions, he getsinvolvedinan Orlando bank with county
criminal judge Thomas Picton Warlow, getsinvolved in a hardware store in downtown Apopka he lets
his sons run, he getsinvolved in citrus industry and helps to start the first citrus growers association that
begins to establish fixed prices for citrus driving up the price of citrus, he getsinvolvedin real estate and
opens his own realty business with his sons and the list goes everonall the things William Edwards s
involvedin.

But the one most notable business venture he does get deeply involvedinis the Mount Plymouth
Corporation begunin the summerof 1925 which has been established forthe exclusive development of
the 4,000 acres of land he once managed forJohn Pirie called the Overthe Top ranch. The Mount
Plymouth Corporation existed forone purpose and one purpose only-to develop that former cattle
ranch into a world class golfing and fishing resort and William Edwards was made the Presidentand CEO
of this new corporation.

And the bank that this corporation operated from was located in downtown Orlando- the same one that
he was involved in with criminal judge Thomas Picton Warlow. So all of the money and all of the
investments were to be channeled into that bank and spentout from there on the developmentofthe
Mount Plymouth Hotel, golf course, and country club.

What is not generally wellknown is that this Mount Plymouth development was to be built in four
phases! Phase one involved about 1,200 acres or one-fourth of the property to be developed. It was to
include a hotel, golf course, country club and residential neighborhoods as well as a train station and
business district. Once completed and sold to near capacity the corporation would then move onto
phase two development which would have included another hotel, more golf courses, more residential
neighborhoods, etc. and then onto phase 3 and phase 4 would have been the ultimate completion of
the Mount Plymouth Corporation and development, butin 1929 the stock marketcrashed and the
Florida land boom was done and over with and the whole project came crashing down and only phase
one was developed- one hotel, one country club, and three golf courses and residential neighborhoods
and some business development and that was it. It was back to listening to the crickets chirp outin the
middle of nowhere Florida.

But whenyoutake a look inside the Mount Plymouth Corporation it is interesting to note that fora man
who claims to have liquidated one million dollars' worth of his own assetsto investin this projectto
wind up as just one of the board members while others took the positions with titles of power like
President, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, etc. that fora one-million-dollarinvestmentallhe could
land himself was a board position? One can only wonder why especially since he was the man whowas
behind the actual building and construction of the development. Carl Dann is the man who rode around



on horseback laying out all the roads and golf courses. It was his project and yet he was justa board
member. Here is the titled position of the founders of the Mount Plymouth Corporation:

e William Edwards President

e Walter Rogers Vice President

e IdusWellborn Treasurer

e Thompson Casey Secretary

e Judge Thomas Picton Warlow Director
e ArthurSchultz Director

e Carl Dann Director

e Raymer Maguire Director

e latta Autrey Director

Oddly enough, forthis investment scheme Carl Dann was not needed to help locate investment
properties for Edward Carney. It was Chicago lawyer William Edwards who held the cards on that
property. Carl Dann was simply the man who did the laying out of the development, the buildingand
construction of it.

When | interviewed Robert Soukup about Florida Central Academy, he told me that the schooloperated
underthree differentleases. One lease was forthe hoteland hotel property. Anotherlease was forthe
golf course land and use, and another was foradditional properties and use.

In otherwords, LeRoy Allen never owned the land northe hotelthat he put his school inside of. He had
to renteverything from day one until the day the school closed downin 1983. What | found out was
this... William Edwards, the Chicago lawyeris he who set up the dividing up of who got what on paper.
And it appears that the hoteland some 30 acres were held in escrow for the Chicago investors. In other
words, the Chicago money that Edward Carney brought down to Florida and invested in this
developmentsecured for his financial backers' exclusive ownership overthe hoteland surrounding 30
acres of land. If Carl Dann really did invest one million of his own dollars into this project then he did not
geta piece of the hotel. His money more than likely wentinto the residential development phase of this
project since that was his specialty after having developed some 61 Orlando residential neighborhoods,
he had full rein overthis aspect of the development. And he would be the manto see if you wanted to
buy a lot or more and build you a house at this development site. Go see Carl Dann. He had Sam Stoltz
build him the cabin on Troon from where Carl Dann lived and operated at the developmentsite and
where he kepta horse to ride around on while laying out the roads, golf courses and general design of
the development.

When the Mount Plymouth Corporation went public, they did more than solicit investmentsinto the
development project. They also were selling stocks and bonds too! And there was a considerable
amount of land speculation going on as well. These people were init forthe moneytobe made,and as a
way of laundering possibly millions of dollars of Chicago mob money and speculating with it. Take a look
at what | found in anotherbook about this project:

BOOK"Small Town South" by Sam Byrd 1942:

St. Andrews was the completed unit of a six-million-dollar boom project, dedicated Mount Plymouth,
which proposed to make a five-thousand-acre cattle ranch the golf center of America. There were to be



two other courses. Glen-eagle was laid out by golf-course architects hide-and-seek style through deep
valleys and a chain of small lakes, and one hundred and fifty goats were imported to furnish “scientific
manure” for the greensto prevent the growth of weeds and tough grass. Glen-eagle reached the stage
of surveyor's stakes, but the third course was only a set of fine white lines on the blue plot of the golfer's
paradise.

A three-hundred-thousand-dollar hotel-clubhouse with a hundred and fifty rooms, ballroom, rambling
verandas, swimming pooland bowling lawns was erected upon the summit of the “loftiest hill” the term
“lofty” meaning about thirty feet high.

In this sports community of the world, the home owner, forthe price of a lot ranging in cost from five
hundred and fifty to two thousand dollars, could enjoy the finest golfing, polo, trap-shooting, sky-
motoring, water sports, quail shootingand bass fishing in the South. Taxi your own plane to the hotel.
Free duesfortwenty-one years, saving three thousand dollars or twice and three times the cost of the
lot, made possible by the creation of an endowment fund which provided thata certain amount be set
aside out of the sale of each lot, the income from the fund to maintain the courses.

Boulevards and avenues and driveways woundin and out of the scrub pines of the St. Andrews sections.
Bridle paths followed the fairways where play might be observed from horseback. Lightand water and
telephone systems were installed. Sidewalks shot straight out through the Florida sand. Sections, lots,
farm sites. Five-dollarbills were tossed by the fistfuls off gaily colored bandwagons to attract the
busloads of prospective home owners who had been metatthe special trains in OnoraValley, Orlando,
Mount Dora and Apopka.

“I considerthe Mount Plymouth developmentthe finestinthe state. It is without a peer. | feel
tremendously honored by being associated with such a wonderfuland magnificent enterprise/ said
Honus Bradford, crack Florida East Coast salesman, who had been brought from Miami specially to
handle the home site sales. Land that had been boughtforten dollars an acre was suddenly the
Switzerland of Florida, Thirty minutes from thirty towns. Dedication October 1, 1926 The Shot Heard
Roundthe World. Former clerks who had never made more than fifty dollars a week were shooting golf
at fifty dollars a hole. Aten-acre section which had cost fifty cents an acre, and was assessed at $5 on
the tax books, sold for $500 at eight in the morning. Atnine o'clock the original ownerboughtit back for
$700 and sold it immediately for $900. At noon it changed hands for $1200. In the early afternoon the
original owner paid $1300 to get it back and sold it again at fourfor $1500. All transactions on paper.
Papereverywhere, and Mount Plymouth and all of Florida was drunk with the taste of money, the feel
of money. Everythingjumped a hundred timesits value."

He was first interested in Mount Plymouth from purely an investment standpoint. He has disposed of
some of his property at considerable profit. Gus tossed the newspaperoveronto his zither and took a
long pull at his beer. “Yes, sir” he said, it was a time. The whole thing fell apart when everybodytriedto
cash in their paperfor money. When I sold out and came here it was something. There was so much
traffic overthere on Number One that a red light in Onora caused a jam dang nearto here. Every empty
field thatdidn't have a fancy archway and an auction stand was a tourist camp. | was knocking off forty
dollars a week and tips with one chair in the hotel, and when it closed for the season afterthe first three
months, | paid me seventeen thousand dollars fora store in the business block. Then | bought me this
house with the fancy roof over my head."



| was the envy of all my friends. Old Gus was in on the ground floor. | bought me two more storesand
rented themtothe grocerand the furniture dealer. | bought me a filling station out there on the old
Orlando Road. But Mr. Dann, he let me down. He underestimated the cost, he started too late in the
boom to gain momentum, and when she began to wobble and he found himself short on dough, the
stockholdersin the hotelwouldn'tante up any more. The great big old thingyou see sitting there
throughthe treessold on the block for eighteen thousand dollars.

One can only wonder how much truth there is to this embellished story, but it does go to show by
example of how the money men were wheeling and dealing to make money with this Mount Plymouth
development project. And Sam Byrd here claims that the financial backers who we now know as the
Chicago Outfit supposedly pulled back from furtherinvestmentsinto asinking ship afterthe stock
market crashed and the land boom disappeared.

Exact dollar figures will neverbe known, but let's just divide it up this way to get an idea... if the phase
one of this project costan estimated six million dollars, and Carl Dann invested one million himself, and
let's just say that they were able to raise another one million or even two million dollars, this would
mean that possibly the Chicago Outfitinvested the other 3 million more or less into this project.

PART FOUR

Sometime in the late 1950’s the Mt. Plymouth Hoteland Country Club was closed, though the Mt.
Plymouth Golf Club continued to operate until 2007.

At that time, the cold war was starting to ramp up. The U.S. was in a race with the U.S.S.R.to influence
the ideology of the rest of the world. When the Russians launche d Sputnik, it caused great concernin
the federalgovernmentand the U.S. military. The U.S. governmentfelt we were falling behind the
Soviets and saw the need to focus on graduating more STEM students because they knew thatthe
future was technology, and that will enable the U.S. to handle any threats. The U.S.S.R. built
universities in Africa and other countries, giving free college education. This gave thema greatway to
institute communism throughout the developingworld. The U.S. followed suit. Anexampleis Obama’s
father came from Africa to study at the U.S. college in Hawaii. You could even say that Obamawould
neverhave been the president, if it wasn’t forthe Soviet Union.

At this time secondary schools started popping upin droves. Undoubtedly with the help of funding
supplied by the federalgovernment. These secondary schools filled a dual need, both increasing STEM
graduates and to bring foreign students to the U.S. to study in high school, enabling these studentsto
absorb American capitalism and bring it back to influence theirrespective countries.

In 1959, the Mt. Plymouth Hotel and Country Club was leased to create a secondary boarding school
called Florida Central Academy. The founders of the school were ColonelL. E. Allenand GeneralT. L.
Alexander.

When FCA closed, the building became wildly popularto high school students who came from all over
the state to seeit. Unfortunately, and unknowingly they would vandalize and destroy whatwasa
significant piece of Florida history. Many of the students who went there did not vandalize the place.
And many thought it should be saved.



In 1985, whenthe building was in dire straits, a reporter contacted the ownerwho was from Chicago
and asked herwhat she thoughtabout herbuilding in such bad shape. She said she had no idea what

had happened.

To be continued...



